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It is my pure joy to invite you to participate in a very special presentation of Prof. Raphael Jospe. He will 

give an overview of his monumental new book which is a masterful exploration of building relationship 

between the Jewish and Christian communities. This book impacts all of us. It promises to become a 

classic in Jewish philosophy, faith, and pluralism exploring new frontiers in inter-religious dialogue. 

 

Set your alarm on your phone and do not miss this extremely important presentation.  

 

The Author and Presenter: 

 

Prof. Raphael Jospe (PhD Brandeis University) recently retired after an impressive 50-year career teaching 

in universities and graduate schools but continues to pursue his influential activism in promoting inter-

religious dialogue, engagement, and cooperation. He is well-known as a treasured friend of the 

Ecumenical Research Fraternity in Israel for frequently showing up and participating in lectures. From 

time to time, he has made meaningful presentations for ETRFI events. Prof. Jospe has also taught courses 

on Jewish faith and experience in Catholic and Protestant theological schools and has lectured at the 

Vatican. He has authored or edited over 20 books and written dozens of articles. He served as the Editor 

of the Jewish philosophy division of the Encyclopaedia Judaica (2nd edition). He is a careful and 

meticulous scholar of the primary sources from the Bible and rabbinic literature along with the wide range 

of medieval thinkers like Saadia Gaon, Ramban, Maimonidies, and Judah Halevi also including insightful 

interaction with more contemporary figures like Martin Buber, Mordecai Kaplan, and Jonathan Sacks. 

Prof. Jospe and his wife reside in Jerusalem. They are the parents of 7 children with 26 grandchildren and 

5 great grandchildren, so far. 

 

The New Book: 

 

Prof. Raphael Jospe will give a presentation on his newly published 515-page book, Accepting and 

Excepting: On Pluralism and Chosenness out of the Sources of Judaism. 

 

How can religious people of conviction remain faithful to their own beliefs while demonstrating deep 

respect for people of other religions and denominations who profess profoundly different beliefs? As a 

leading contemporary Jewish philosopher and academic scholar, Prof. Jospe argues for pluralism and 

diversity out of the most revered traditional sources of Judaism. Progressive Catholic scholar Hans Küng 



correctly argued that without peace among the world’s religions, it becomes impossible to achieve 

meaningful peace between nations. Prof. Jospe tackles the challenges of building relationships through 

mutual respect within the dignity of diverse faith affirmations. Rabbi David Rosen rightly affirmed Jospe’s 

thesis in this brilliant and important book, “In our polarized world, challenged by moral relativism on the 

on hand and extremist religious ideologies on the other, Raphael Jospe offers a timely vision of deep 

religious commitment together with a moral clarity that genuinely respects and indeed celebrates 

diversity.” So on the one hand, Prof. Jospe accepts and affirms the concept for the Chosenness of the 

Jewish people and on the other, he fully embraces and values pluralism and diversity. He supports both 

approaches of upholding sincere faith convictions and promoting a pluralistic society from the Bible, 

rabbinic literature, medieval philosophy—as well as—from modern Jewish thinkers and religious leaders. 

The Chosen People in Jewish faith and practice for Prof. Jospe does not mean superiority but rather 

accountability and responsibility to becoming a better people, a light to the world. 

 

Yours fraternally,  

 

Dr. Brad H. Young,  

President ETRFI 

 


